
I have been in court before. It was fifteen years ago with 
a group of students, and we were learning about the 

judicial system. We were observing sentencings and 
did not know any of the parties involved. Sometimes 
lawyers talked animatedly over each other. Sometimes a 
headstrong individual represented himself in a dispute 
over the law. Other times a contrite offender apologized 
tearfully. It was interesting and educational.

Today was different. The defendant was someone I 
had come to know—a young father, once a respected 
youth pastor in a local church, with a wife and five small 
children. The victim was a young lady, the best years 
of her life stained by the sin of one who should have 
been her guardian.

Two broken families and their supporters filled the 
courtroom, grieving for a shattered past that cannot 
be changed and a grim future that cannot be avoided. 
Emotions of shame, anger, and grief were written on 
many faces. Here sat a young wife and mother facing 
many years of virtual widowhood, with little income 
and a sizeable family to raise. There sat a young lady, 
too young to be a mother, whose child will never be 
able to know his father.

The judge struggled visibly with the severity of the 
crime and the sentence. It was an open plea, giving 
him the responsibility of sentencing, and exposing 

the defendant to the fullest penalty under the law. The 
emotional letters from the families and supporters of 
the defendants and victims weighed heavily in his re-
marks. Fifteen to forty years in prison was the agonizing 
conclusion.

Leaving the courthouse, walking along the sidewalk 
lit by streetlights, I saw a side door open in the corner 
of my eye. The deputies were leading the defendant 
across the dark parking lot to their vehicle. I turned and 
caught his eye, and we nodded to each other. I couldn’t 
see clearly from the tears in my eyes.

Writing and editing for Loaves and Fishes is a min-
istry conducted from the comfort of our offices. Yes, it 
takes energy for our staff to compile and prepare mate-
rial for the magazine, and trying to meet great needs on 
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Issue 35 Update
The next issue of Loaves & Fishes magazine will soon be ready to 
print, and we have funds to cover the printing. Our goal is to mail 
the subscriptions as soon as the books arrive, but it will take around 
$8,000 to cover the postage. If you’d like to help get this issue mailed, 
please send your gift to the address on the back of this newsletter.

“Loaves & Fishes inspired me, gave me hope, and brought a 
beautiful light into my my dark cell.”  —Pete Hernandez, Corcoran, CA



“I would like to give your staff and all the people that give unconditionally to 
the Loaves and Fishes publication a blessing for bringing us the good news.”

“I’ve had the great opportunity of reading one of your Loaves and Fishes publications, I really enjoyed the 
topics and the poems. My favorite had to be the topics on the Bible and the helpful information to better 
understand the meaning of the Bible. I’m currently not on your mailing list, but would like to be. I would 
also like to receive any other Bible material books. Thank you for your time and help with my request. 
God bless you all for your hard work in bringing us the love and truth about our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Ramon Pena, Coffield Unit, Tenn Colony, TX

Stay Connected

To receive email updates and prayer 
requests, send your request to 
enews@lighthousepublishing.org.

Website: LighthousePublishing.org

Donations

Send your gift to the address on the right 
or visit our website to make an online 
donation. Donations to Lighthouse 
Publishing are tax-deductible to the 
extent allowed by law.

Contact Information

Lighthouse Publishing
PO Box 332 
Bedford, PA 15522
Phone: 800-313-1871
E-mail: info@lighthousepublishing.org

a limited budget is not easy. However, there is a sort of 
distance from the real lives and heartaches of those to 
whom we are ministering. Suddenly, I feel very close. 
Frighteningly close. An experience like today adds lay-
ers of emotion and meaning to concepts that can seem 
abstract and removed.

Even the prison Bible studies in which I participate 
are often somewhat impersonal. We are advised not 
to get into the specific problems or situations of the 
inmates, so we usually don’t know why they are in jail. 
But God had a reason for twice allowing this inmate to 
be the only one interested in our Monday night Bible 
study. It allowed those of us conducting the study the 
opportunity to hear in detail the heart of a broken hu-
man being in great need. It has been heartbreaking to 
witness the sorrow, and it has generated a deep resolve 
to reach out in a real and personal way.

Some of you who read this newsletter are chaplains 
and volunteers who daily have this kind of personal 
interaction with prison inmates. More than ever, my 
sincere respect goes out to those of you who work 
shoulder to shoulder with some of the heaviest emo-
tional pain, guilt, and despair that exists in this world.

Going into the prisons is an occupation men-
tioned by Jesus as being among the good works of the 

righteous. Friends, please do not be weary in your work 
on behalf of those in prison. If you can visit those in 
prison, please do so. There is so much work that can 
be done. God is deeply concerned about those whom 
society throws away as rubbish.

What about the suffering of the victims of crime? 
Today the judge described the defendant as having left 
a wake of destruction in his path of selfishness. The 
families of the offender and the offended will never be 
the same. The entire community is suffering deeply. The 
suffering of the inmates is only the tip of the iceberg 
of the pain that is caused by sin and crime. There is so 
much to be done. Will you reach out on behalf of the 
wounded in your community?

We are grateful for your financial support of this 
ministry, particularly as we come to the end of the 
year. Thousands of prisoners were impacted this year 
by your gifts.

We desire that Loaves & Fishes magazine could be 
a useful tool in God’s work of rebuilding broken and 
shattered hearts and minds. Christian discipleship for 
believers in prison is our passion. Pray that God would 
use every word of Loaves and Fishes to shape Christians 
behind bars into strong men and women of God.

—Mike Fisher, board member

“Inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.”  Matthew 25:40


